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October 22, 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

 

This morning Sherburne County received our latest data point from the Minnesota 

Department of Health (MDH). Our COVID-19 case data point is now at 25.10. The 

anticipated trend for the next few weeks is to be above 30 points. As a reminder, 

below are the guidelines for learning models:  

 

Learning Model  Range  

(14-day case rate per 10,000 

people) 

In-person learning for all students  0 to less than 10 

Elementary in-person, Middle/High school 

hybrid 

10 to less than 20 

*Both hybrid  20 to less than 30 

*Elementary hybrid, Middle/High School 

distance 

30 to less than 50 

Both distance  50 or more  

*All students grades K-5 will continue to report in-person each day with 

additional health and safety measures implemented which will meet the 

guidelines for hybrid learning.  

 

Our administrative team has immediately begun planning for our outlook over the 

next several weeks to help families and staff plan for an anticipated shift in our 

learning models. Below is a tentative schedule of shifts in learning. Please know 

that this plan is contingent on current trends; however, we want families to begin 

preparing for this change.  
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Monday, November 9 and Tuesday, November 10  

These days were previously scheduled as school days. To help our teachers prepare 

for continuing to provide exceptional learning opportunities, these will now be 

learning model preparation days. This change to our calendar is permitted by the 

Safe Learning Plan from the Minnesota Department of Education which allows 

districts up to five days to prepare for a change in learning models. Students will 

have these days off but may submit assignments or take assessments, if needed. 

Teachers are expected to prepare for an expected shift to hybrid and distance 

learning. On November 10, elementary conferences are scheduled and will continue 

as planned.  These learning model preparation days are necessary and will 

occur. 

 

Wednesday, November 11 

Elementary students will shift to a hybrid model of learning. This means there will 

be changes in transportation routes as we need to add an additional bus to both 

Liberty and Independence routes to meet the 50% capacity requirement on buses. 

We are working with our partners at Vision Transportation to communicate 

changes to affected families. All elementary students will continue to come to 

school each day. Elementary classes that are unable to meet the 50% facility 

capacity space will move to larger classroom spaces (i.e. Media Centers, cafeterias, 

etc). There may be some changes in your child’s classroom teacher, if needed. Our 

Principals will communicate this change in advance with you.  

 

Middle School and High School students are already in hybrid learning so there will 

be no changes in their teaching assignments or classroom locations. On Wednesday, 

November 11 all secondary students will engage in Distance Learning. Thursday, 

November 12 “Group A” students will report in-person. Friday, November 13 

“Group B” students will report in-person.  

 

Monday, November 16 (if metrics continue to trend upwards) 

Elementary students will remain in the hybrid learning model. Secondary students 

will engage in distance learning until COVID-19 metrics decrease. As we get closer 

to November 16, watch for more information including:  

● Updates to our distance learning model 

● Reminders on attendance policies and procedures 

● Meal delivery information 

● Decisions on athletics and after school activities 

● Childcare information for elementary students  

 
District Office | 501 Minnesota Avenue | Big Lake, MN 55309 

 



 

● Reminders to pick up any necessary learning items and medication from the 

Middle School and High School 

 

Again, this information is based off of anticipated trends from Sherburne County 

Health and the Minnesota Department of Health. Should COVID-19 metrics 

worsen, we will need to readjust our plans to reflect this change. We will continue to 

follow the current district calendar (i.e. conferences, activities, etc) until further 

notice. We are thankful for our community support and the mitigation strategies 

that have taken place since the beginning of the school year. Please continue to 

follow recommended guidance from the MDH to stay safe and healthy.  

 

While we work through revising our plans, our end goal has and always will be to 

build meaningful connections with our students and provide exceptional learning 

opportunities for them. While this is our end goal, we know that our delivery to 

achieve this goal is going to need to be flexible and fluid. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tim Truebenbach 

Superintendent  
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